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Faculty
Eric Goldberg is a partner with DLA Piper in Los Angeles and represents debtors both in and out 
of court, as well as creditors and other stakeholders, including lenders, bondholders and funds, in a 
variety of transactions throughout the U.S. His practice includes the representation of licensors and 
licensees of intellectual property in transactions and litigation involving distressed entities. Mr. Gold-
berg has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America for both Bankruptcy Reorganization and 
Bankruptcy Litigation and as a Southern California Super Lawyer. Rated AV by Martindale-Hubbell, 
he is active in the Southern California Bar, where he serves as a board member of both the Financial 
Lawyers Conference and the Turnaround Management Association of Southern California. Mr. Gold-
berg received his B.S. from Cornell University and his J.D. from Harvard Law School.

Hon. M. Elaine Hammond is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of California in San 
Jose. Prior to taking the bench in 2012, her practice focused on representing debtors and creditors in 
commercial bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings. Judge Hammond was a partner with 
Friedman Dumas & Springwater LLP in San Francisco, and her private practice focused on repre-
senting both debtors and creditors in commercial bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings. 
She represented Universal Music Group Distribution in numerous bankruptcies of music retailers, 
including Musicland and Tower Records. Prior to joining Friedman Dumas & Springwater LLP upon 
its founding in 2003, Judge Hammond was an associate with Murphy Sheneman Julian & Rogers 
and clerked for Hon. Edward D. Jellen (ret.) of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of California. She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University and her J.D. with honors 
from the University of North Carolina School of Law.

Valerie Bantner Peo is senior counsel with Buchalter in San Francisco, where her practice focuses 
on creditors’ rights, finance and commercial litigation, with significant experience at the trial and 
appellate levels in bankruptcy, federal and state court. She regularly represents financial institutions, 
including factors and asset-based lenders, software licensors, commercial landlords and tenants, 
equipment lessors and bankruptcy trustees. Ms. Peo currently serves on the board of directors of the 
International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (IWIRC) and served as co-chair 
of the Northern California IWIRC Chapter from 2014-18. She is the current chair of the executive 
committee of the San Francisco Bar Association’s Commercial Law and Bankruptcy section. Ms. Peo 
has been recognized as an IWIRC Rising Star finalist and as a Northern California Super Lawyer in 
Bankruptcy. She received her B.A. from Smith College and her J.D. cum laude from the University 
of California, Hastings College of Law. Following law school, she clerked for Hon. Edward D. Jellen 
(ret.) of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of California.

Stephen Robertson is a founder and director of Metis Partners, Inc. in San Diego, a professional IP 
services firm delivering IP valuations, strategy and due diligence. He provides IP valuation and mon-
etization advice to a range of businesses, including corporations, insolvency practitioners, banks, pri-
vate-equity and venture capital investors on a variety of transactions, including IP-backed corporate 
restructuring and lending across Europe, the U.S. and Asia. With 25 years’ experience in corporate 
finance, Mr. Robertson is the former chair of the Licensing Executives Society (LES) Scotland and 
an active member of the LES Council Britain and Ireland. He has contributed to European initiatives 
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focused on national policy change, specifically IP-related finance, the Patient Capital Review and IP 
recognition among SMEs. He has been consistently recognized as one of the ‘’World’s 300 Leading 
IP Strategists’ by 1AM magazine. He is also a frequent speaker and author on a variety of IP valuation 
topics globally and the co-editor of Intellectual Property Strategy: A Guide to IP Management, an 
industry reference book on IP strategy and valuation. Mr. Robertson graduated with a degree in law 
before qualifying as a Chartered Accountant with Deloitte and Touche.


