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Faculty
Hon. Rebecca B. Connelly is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia in Har-
risonburg, appointed in July 2012. She is a former standing chapter 13 trustee and chapter 12 trustee 
for the Western District of Virginia. Judge Connelly has been a member of ABI since 1994 and has 
served as a contributing editor and a features author for the ABI Journal, a member of the Consumer 
Bankruptcy Committee, and a speaker at ABI’s Annual Spring Meeting and Winter Leadership Con-
ference, “Eye on Bankruptcy” program and Views from the Bench. She also serves on the board of 
CARE and was an adjunct professor of law at Washington and Lee University School of Law. Judge 
Connelly was appointed to the Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules, for 
which she chairs its Consumer Subcommittee, is a member of its Cross-Border Insolvency Subcom-
mittee and acts as its Bankruptcy Committee liaison. She received her B.A. in 1985 from the Univer-
sity of Maryland and her J.D. in 1988 from Washington & Lee University School of Law.

Hon. John T. Dorsey is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Delaware in Wilmington, sworn 
in on June 11, 2019. Previously, he practiced complex commercial litigation in Wilmington for 28 
years. For 16 of those years, Judge Dorsey was a partner at Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLC, 
where he represented debtors and creditors in chapter 11 litigation matters. He also served as general 
counsel to Young Conaway for five years. Prior to joining Young Conaway, Judge Dorsey practiced 
with Richards Layton & Finger, PC, and served as the state director for then U.S. Senator Joseph R. 
Biden, Jr. Prior to practicing law, he served in both the U.S. Army as a Military Police Investigator 
and the U.S. Air Force as an ICBM launch officer. Judge Dorsey was a board member of Delaware 
Volunteer Legal Services for 25 years and was active as a volunteer for the Delaware Office of Child 
Advocate representing children in foster care. He received his B.A. from the University of New York 
at Binghamton and his J.D. magna cum laude from Wake Forest University School of Law.

Laura Davis Jones is a named partner and managing committee member of Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
& Jones LLP in Wilmington, Del., and is the managing partner of the firm’s Delaware office. She 
gained national recognition as debtor’s counsel in the Continental Airlines bankruptcy case and has 
represented numerous debtors, creditors’ committees, bank groups, acquirers and other significant 
constituencies in national chapter 11 cases and workout proceedings. Ms. Jones participates as a 
speaker at national bankruptcy and litigation seminars, and she has authored numerous articles. She 
was named “Deal Maker of the Year” by The American Lawyer in 2002, which also has profiled her. 
Ms. Jones has been named continuously by her peers as one of the The Best Lawyers in America” 
and as one of the “Best Lawyers in Delaware,” and was selected as one of the top 10 lawyers in Dela-
ware by “Delaware Super Lawyers.” She is a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy and a 
Chambers USA “Star Individual,” the highest honor a lawyer can receive. Ms. Jones has been rec-
ognized in the K&A Restructuring Register and the Lawdragon 500 since their inception, has been 
named repeatedly to the International Who’s Who of Insolvency and Restructuring Lawyers, and is 
AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. In 2018, she received the prestigious “Women Leadership” award 
at Global M&A Network’s Turnaround Atlas Awards, which honors the achievement of influential 
women leaders in the restructuring and turnaround communities. She started her career as a judicial 
law clerk in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware. Ms. Jones is admitted to practice 
in Delaware and the District of Columbia. She received her undergraduate degree from the Univer-
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sity of Delaware and her J.D. from Dickinson School of Law, where she was on the board of editors 
and business manager for the Dickinson Law Review and served on the Appellate Moot Court Board.

Alexa J. Kranzley is a special counsel in Sullivan & Cromwell LLP’s Finance and Restructuring 
Group in New York. She represents companies and creditors in chapter 11 proceedings and out-of-
court corporate and financial restructurings, as well as and private-equity and hedge funds in connec-
tion with distressed transactions and special-situation investments. Ms. Kranzley also has experience 
handling adversary proceedings, contested matters and both debtor and creditor representations in 
bankruptcy proceedings. Ms. Kranzley’s practice is international, and she has worked in collabora-
tion with the firm’s other offices on substantive matters involving restructurings in other jurisdic-
tions. Ms. Kranzley was honored as a member of ABI’s 2018 “40 Under 40” class and nominated 
and inducted in 2017 into the International Insolvency Institute’s NextGen Leadership Program. She 
is also recognized by IFLR1000 2018 as a “Rising Star” and was named a 2021 “Outstanding Young 
Restructuring Lawyer” by Turnarounds & Workouts. Ms. Kranzley received her B.S. in 2005 from 
Cornell University and her J.D. in 2008 from Brooklyn Law School.

Hon. James J. Tancredi is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Connecticut in Hartford, 
sworn in on Sept. 1, 2016. Prior to his appointment to the bench, he was a commercial litigation and 
business restructuring partner at Day Pitney, LLP (f/k/a Day Berry & Howard), where, as a business 
litigator and commercial restructuring lawyer, he co-founded the firm’s regional and national bank-
ruptcy practice. He had cultivated a diverse and challenging practice that crossed major industries, 
moved from regional to national scope and secured material roles in prominent restructuring and 
bankruptcies. During his thirty-seven year career at Day Pitney, LLP, Judge Tancredi tried dozens of 
cases, represented a full range of constituents, and assembled and led innumerbale teams to collab-
orative success in often highly contested, first-impression financial reorganizations. He was consis-
tently ranked in The Best Lawyers in America and as one of the best lawyers in New York and New 
England, and he co-founded his firm’s Bankruptcy and Reorganization Practice. Judge Tancredi is 
the co-author of the leading treatise on alternatives to chapter 11 (Strategic Alternatives For and 
Against Distressed Businesses), and he is a frequent lecturer at the UConn School of Law and CLE 
seminars. Throughout his career, he has been active in professional associations, including the ABA, 
ABI, CT Bar Association, HCBA and CTTMA. Judge Tancredi previously served as president of 
The Hartford County Bar Association (the oldest bar association in the country) and as president of 
the Connecticut chapter of the Turnaround Management Association. He received his B.A. magna 
cum laude in urban studies and political science from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, 
Mass., and his J.D. magna cum laude from the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Hon. Michael G. Williamson is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in 
Tampa, initially appointed as bankruptcy judge in March 2000 and as chief judge from 2015-19. 
He currently serves as co-author of West’s Bankruptcy Law Manual and as an adjunct professor 
at Stetson University College of Law, where he teaches bankruptcy law. Judge Williamson began 
his bankruptcy practice serving as a chapter 7 panel trustee from 1977-79. For the next 20 years, 
he represented numerous chapter 11 corporate debtors, creditors’ committees and trustees in bank-
ruptcy cases pending throughout the state of Florida until his appointment to the bankruptcy bench 
in 2000. Judge Williamson is past chair of the Committee on Creditors’ Rights, Section of Litigation 
of the American Bar Association, past chair of the Business Law Section of The Florida Bar and 
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that section’s Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. 
He received his undergraduate degree from Duke University in 1973 and his J.D. from Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1976.




