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Hon. John A. Boehner is a senior strategic advisor with Squire Patton Boggs in 
Washington, D.C., and Cincinnati, where he focuses on helping to remove 
government barriers to economic growth and job creation while providing high-
level strategic advice to the firm’s global clientele. The 53rd Speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, he joined the Squire Patton Boggs public policy team 
during the autumn of 2016. Speaker Boehner led the U.S. House from January 
2011 to October 2015, a time during which he navigated some of the most 
difficult legislative challenges of the modern era and forged strong relationships 
with business and government leaders throughout the world. A former small 
businessman who entered public service because of his desire to remove barriers 
to economic growth and private-sector job-creation, Speaker Boehner provides 
strategic advice and consulting to clients on all aspects of domestic and 
international policy, drawing from his decades of experience both in business and 
at the highest levels of the U.S. government. Prior to entering public service, he 
spent years running a small business representing manufacturers in the packaging 
and plastics industry. He represented the people of Ohio’s 8th Congressional 
District in the U.S. House for nearly 25 years, leading the reform-minded “Gang of 
Seven” in the early 1990s that closed the scandal-ridden House Bank and forced a 
series of institutional changes in Congress, including measures requiring the 
House to be subject to annual independent audits of its financial records. Speaker 
Boehner put his small business experience to work for constituents in 1999 by 
taking over the chairmanship of the House Education and the Workforce 
Subcommittee on Employer-Employee Relations, the congressional panel with 
jurisdiction over the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) and 
matters of private-sector health care and retirement security policy. In this role, 
he crafted and successfully advanced measures dealing with employer-sponsored 
healthcare, pensions, stock options and other employee benefits. Elected by his 
colleagues as U.S. House Majority Leader in 2006, Speaker Boehner went on to 
serve as the top Republican leader in the U.S. House for nearly a decade, 
becoming House Minority Leader following the 2006 elections and leading his 
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party to majority control of the House in 2010. During his first year as Speaker, he 
helped guide the enactment of legislation for long-sought free-trade agreements 
with Colombia, Panama and South Korea, and also secured enactment of the 
Budget Control Act, which required major spending reductions and ultimately 
resulted in the enactment of the first bipartisan entitlement reforms in many 
years. Speaker Boehner received his B.A. in 1977 from Xavier University. 

 

Patrick J. Brooks is the co-managing partner of Squire Patton Boggs’s Moscow 
office and leads its Corporate team in Moscow. He has been a full-time resident of 
Moscow since 2007. Mr. Brooks focuses his practice on cross-border transactions 
with a concentration on mergers and acquisitions, private equity and corporate 
finance in Russia. He has experience providing strategic counsel to clients 
investing and operating in the Russian Federation across numerous sectors, 
particularly telecommunications, infrastructure, manufacturing, life sciences and 
financial services. His corporate/M&A practice has been recommended in 
Chambers Europe and The Legal 500 since 2015. In addition to his transactional 
practice, Mr. Brooks plays a key role in advising on corporate governance, anti-
corruption, regulatory and compliance matters, including assisting clients in 
understanding the application of U.S. anti-corruption and sanctions laws to their 
Russian operations, and Russian anti-corruption laws and regulatory regimes that 
affect their businesses. In this role, he has advised on the application of sanctions 
to various transactions, internal investigations, diligence exercises and the 
development of compliance programs. Mr. Brooks also has experience in U.S. 
bankruptcy and complex corporate restructuring, having started his career in the 
firm’s Restructuring & Insolvency Practice Group. He received his B.A. in 1993 and 
his J.D. cum laude in 1998 from the University of Akron, where he was a member 
of the Akron Law Review. 

 

Kate Dourian is a non-resident Fellow at the Arab Gulf States Institute in 
Washington, D.C., a contributing editor at MEES, and a Fellow at the Energy 
Institute. Previously, she was the regional manager for the Middle East and Gulf 
states at the World Energy Council, and had been the program officer for the 
Middle East and North Africa in the Global Energy Relations Division of the 
International Energy Agency since September 2015. Her role included building 
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relationships between the IEA and the governments of several Middle Eastern 
and North African countries, using the extensive contacts that she accumulated 
during three decades spent in several Middle Eastern and North African countries 
as a journalist and energy analyst. Ms. Dourian was actively involved in the 
discussions that led to Morocco becoming an IEA Association country and the 
joint-work program for which she raised funds from IEA members. She also 
helped write and edit the Middle East and North Africa sections of several IEA 
publications and contributed to the supply section of the Oil Market Report. Ms. 
Dourian has made presentations on behalf of the IEA in various capitals, most 
recently at the IEF Ministerial in New Delhi in April 2018. She is often consulted on 
Middle Eastern matters by banks, financial institutions, and oil and gas 
companies. In addition, she served as the IEA’s representative on the executive 
board of the International Energy Forum. Ms. Dourian joined the IEA from the 
Middle East Economic Survey, for which she served as a senior editor covering 
energy-related developments in the Middle East from 2013-15. She was also 
responsible for compiling the monthly OPEC survey for MEES, which is one of the 
secondary sources used by OPEC. From 2000-13, Ms. Dourian was the editor-in-
chief for the Middle East for oil price-reporting agency Platts, now a division of 
S&P Global, based in Dubai. She was also the general manager of McGraw-Hill 
International. Additionally, she served as a member of the OPEC reporting team 
and was one of the reporters assigned to compile the OPEC production numbers. 
While in Dubai, she served as a board member of the American Business Council. 
From 1983-2000, Ms. Dourian was a correspondent and then a senior editor at 
Reuters, serving in a number of postings including Beirut, Nicosia, London and 
Rabat. She joined the energy desk in 1992, covering the Brent crude market and 
OPEC meetings. Prior to joining Reuters, Ms. Dourian worked as a foreign 
correspondent for the Associated Press based in Beirut, Lebanon, from 1981-83. 
She has been a speaker and moderator at international conferences and has 
made many radio and television appearances, discussing energy and geopolitics 
on a number of platforms in English, Arabic and French on BBC, CNN, Al Arabiya, 
CNBC and Al Jazeera English, and she has been quoted extensively in several 
publications. Ms. Dourian received her B.A. in English literature from the 
American University of Beirut. 
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Ludmilla (Milla) Kasulke is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs in Washington, 
D.C., and draws on her experience in both domestic and international policy to 
assist clients on trade matters. She provides multinational corporations, sovereign 
governments and entities and quasi-government entities with advice on a wide 
range of trade policy, legal and regulatory issues. Ms. Kasulke has been actively 
engaged in all aspects of the § 232 process, including the exclusion petition 
process, and regularly advises clients on the impacts of current and potential new 
actions. She also regularly counsels clients on the impacts of current and potential 
new trade negotiations, including the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
and U.S.-Japan and -EU talks. Prior to law school, Ms. Kasulke was the special 
assistant to the chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality, 
where she gained first-hand experience in the daily operations of the executive 
branch. While at the council, she worked closely with the chairman and his team 
of policy advisors in the development and management of significant 
administration policies and programs, such as the Major Economies Meetings on 
Energy Security and Climate Change. While in law school, Ms. Kasulke served as 
the assistant to former White House Counsel and former U.S. Ambassador to the 
European Union C. Boyden Gray. She was elected as a vice president on the 
executive board of the Student Bar Association, where she represented part-time 
student interests. Additionally, she was an active member of the Georgetown 
Journal of Law & Public Policy staff, where she served as a symposium director. 
Ms. Kasulke received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2006 from American University 
and her J.D. cum laude in 2013 from Georgetown University Law Center. 

 

Matthew Kirk is an international affairs advisor in Squire Patton Boggs’s Public 
Policy International Practice in London, where he provides strategic advice 
concerning business, politics and international law. He also advises clients on 
regulatory risk, market entry, cyberrisk and reputation risk. A career diplomat, 
Ambassador Kirk served as the U.K.’s Ambassador to Finland from 2002-06. Most 
recently, he served as external affairs director at Vodafone. Ambassador Kirk is a 
highly experienced international risk-strategist and negotiator of complex 
multinational issues. Additionally, he has experience in cybersecurity, political 
risk, regulatory issues and reputation risk, as well as external communications, 
sustainable business and corporate philanthropy. During his time at Vodafone, he 
created and led its External Affairs Department. Ambassador Kirk received his 
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Diplome International d’Administration publique from the National School of 
Administration and his M.A. from the University of Oxford. 

 

Stephen D. Lerner is a partner with Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP and global chair 
of the firm’s Restructuring & Insolvency Practice Group in Cincinnati and New 
York. He has a national and cross-border restructuring practice and represents 
debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured creditors, 
directors and acquirers of troubled businesses in chapter 11 cases, chapter 9 
municipal restructurings, chapter 15 cases and out-of-court restructurings 
throughout the U.S., Europe and, more recently, in the United Arab Emirates, 
South America and India. In June 2021, Mr. Lerner was appointed examiner for 
Purdue Pharma to investigate the independence of the Special Committee of the 
Board of Directors. He also recently confirmed chapter 11 plans for Ferrellgas, 
Blackjewel LLC and Hartshorne Mining Group in their complex restructuring 
efforts, and he led the restructuring of Dana Gas PJSC, the largest regional private 
sector natural gas company in the Middle East, which was awarded the Middle 
East Restructuring of the Year in 2019 by the International Financial Law Review. 
Mr. Lerner has led the representation of debtors or other leading parties in the 
chapter 11 cases and/or out-of-court restructurings of AmFin Financial, Blackjewel 
LLC, Chrysler, EaglePicher, Energy & Exploration Partners, Enron, Ferrellgas, 
Lehman Brothers, Midway Gold, Optima Specialty Steel, Patriot Coal, Station 
Casinos, Veris Gold and WorldCom, among many others, and he represented the 
court-appointed expert in the City of Detroit’s historic chapter 9 case. He also 
served as special counsel to the State of New Jersey in the out-of-court 
restructuring of Atlantic City, and he led Squire Patton Boggs’ representation of 
the American College of Bankruptcy in filing an amicus brief with the U.S. 
Supreme Court in the significant Stern-related case of Executive Benefits 
Insurance Agency v. Peter H. Arkison, Trustee of the Estate of Bellingham 
Insurance Agency, Inc. Recently, the U.S. Restructuring & Insolvency team he 
leads was named 2020 USA Restructuring Firm of the Year – Middle Markets by 
Global M&A Network. Mr. Lerner has served as a guest lecturer at Harvard 
Business School, the University of Michigan Law School and the University of 
Cincinnati Law School. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts 
of New York and Southern District of Ohio, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mr. 
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Lerner received his B.A. in 1982, his M.A. in 1982 and his J.D. in 1985 from the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

 

José María Viñals is partner in Squire Patton Boggs’s International Trade team 
and is based in the firm’s Madrid and Brussels, Belgium, offices. He has more than 
15 years of experience as a qualified lawyer, with a focus on internationalization 
and a well-established sanctions practice. He has been active in the fields of FDI 
and international commerce, as well as project finance, investment protection 
and, more recently, fintech. Mr. Viñals has been recognized in The Legal 500 for 
Project Finance and European Law, and in Chambers. Since 2015, he has been 
recognized by The Best Lawyers in Spain for Project Finance. He has also been 
awarded the Iberian Lawyer Top 40 Under 40 in 2017, conferred on the 40 most 
prestigious lawyers under the age of 40 in Spain and Portugal. Mr. Viñals co-
authored the Handbook on International Sanctions, a guide for companies and in-
house counsel for navigating the complex regulatory framework of international 
sanctions. He also recently co-authored Investments Abroad: Mechanisms of 
Protection (Thomson Aranzadi 2017). Likewise, he has co-written Comments to 
the Arbitration Law of 2003 (Aranzadi 2005) and authored Code of Arbitration 
(Aranzadi 2005), a work of compilation and commentary on legal matters and 
rules of arbitration. He also authored the Cuban chapter of International 
Franchises 2016: Legal and Commercial Considerations. Mr. Viñals regularly writes 
articles for the Spanish business and legal press, such as Expansión, Cinco Días 
and Latin Lawyer, and is frequently consulted as an expert in the protection of 
foreign investments and international sanctions both in radio media and in 
televised discussions in Spain. He is a professor of corporate law and legal aspects 
of blockchain at the Instituto de Estudios Bursátiles in Madrid, and he frequently 
gives conferences as a guest speaker on matters such as international law, oratory 
and dialectics, investment protection and international sanctions in various 
universities in Spain and abroad, including ICADE, Instituto de Empresa, 
Menéndez Pelayo International University, Public University of Navarra, Madrid’s 
Universidad a Distancia, the University of Havana and the University of Alicante. 
In addition, he has spoken at events organized by the Cuban Organización 
Nacional de Bufetes Colectivos (ONBC), the Brookings Institution, The Economist 
and the Wharton Business School. Mr. Viñals holds a degree in law and business 
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administration and management (E-3) from the Universidad Pontificia Comillas 
(ICADE). 

 

Frank G. Wisner is an international affairs advisor with Squire Patton Boggs and 
provides clients with strategic global advice concerning business, politics and 
international law from the firm’s Washington, D.C., and New York offices. His 
diplomatic career spans four decades and eight American presidents; having 
served as ambassador to Zambia, Egypt, the Philippines and India during his 
extensive career in the State Department. As foreign affairs advisor, Career 
Ambassador Wisner plays a pivotal role at the firm, leveraging his experience in 
the Middle East, India, Europe and Asia to assist the firm’s domestic and 
international clients. In addition to his role as ambassador to four countries, he 
has served as Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and as Under Secretary of 
State for International Security Affairs. Career Ambassador Wisner was senior 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for African Affairs from 1982-86, a time of intense 
diplomatic engagement in Southern Africa. After college, he joined the State 
Department as a Foreign Service officer. His first post was in Algiers immediately 
after it won independence from France. He then went to Vietnam, where he 
spent four years at the apex of the war. Career Ambassador Wisner worked as a 
senior diplomat in Tunisia and Bangladesh before returning to Washington as 
director of Plans and Management in the Bureau of Public Affairs. He also joined 
the President’s Interagency Task Force on Indochina, the entity responsible for 
evacuating and settling nearly 1 million refugees, and served as its deputy 
director. Later, as director of the Office of Southern African Affairs, Career 
Ambassador Wisner worked closely with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to 
launch negotiations with Zimbabwe and Namibia. Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice appointed him as the nation’s special representative to the Kosovo Status 
Talks in 2005, for which he played a crucial role in negotiating Kosovo’s 
independence. Before joining the firm, Career Ambassador Wisner served as vice 
chairman of External Affairs for American International Group. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Squire Patton Boggs Foundation, which promotes 
the role of public service and pro bono work in the practice of law and the 
development of public policy. Career Ambassador Wisner received his B.A. from 
Princeton University in 1961, and his A.B. and LL.B. from Georgetown University in 
1961 and 1965, respectively. 


