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Faculty
Gregory M. Gotwald is a partner with Plews Shadley Racher & Braun LLP in Indianapolis and 
focuses his litigation practice on insurance-coverage law. He co-leads the firm’s COVID-19 insur-
ance recovery work, helping businesses recovery lost income from the coronavirus pandemic. Mr. 
Gotwald has experience with various types of insurance policies, including commercial general li-
ability (CGL), first-party property (including business income/business interruption), product liabil-
ity, director and officer (D&O), errors and omissions (E&O), fidelity, crime and pollution-liability 
policies. He works on high-stakes cases with hundreds of millions of dollars at issue, as well as small 
individual cases. He advises corporate clients on potential gaps in their coverage programs, and also 
has experience with broker-liability claims. In recognition of this work, he has been named a Fel-
low of the American College of Coverage Counsel. Additionally, Mr. Gotwald handles environmen-
tal cases, involving the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA), the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA), Indiana’s Environmental Liability Act (ELA), and other statutory and common-law 
claims. He also has litigated various other complex matters involving construction defects, breach of 
contract and other business-related matters. He served as the firm’s managing partner and on its man-
agement committee for multiple years. Mr. Gotwald has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
for Insurance Law each year since 2020 and has been listed in Indiana Super Lawyers for Insurance 
Coverage annually since 2018. He received his B.S. in chemical engineering in 2001 from the Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology and his J.D. cum laude in 2004 from Vermont Law School.

Robert P. Handler, CTP is a managing member of Commercial Recovery Associates, LLC in Chica-
go and has more than 30 years of professional experience in commercial financial transactions, with 
most of his involvement in managing turnaround situations and other financially and operationally 
distressed businesses. He has handled business reorganizations, acquisitions and mergers, and has 
acted in several fiduciary capacities such as independent director, federal and state court-appointed 
receiver, bankruptcy trustee, trustee/assignee for the benefit of creditors and CRO across the country, 
in various parts of the world, and in a wide variety of industries. As a founding member and gen-
eral counsel to the specialty commercial lending divisions of each of Bank of America and The CIT 
Group, Mr. Handler was responsible for the growth and success of each company’s commercial loan 
portfolio. In this role, he was charged with his company’s initiation, structuring, documentation and 
administration of all loans to financially distressed companies. Mr. Handler also previously practiced 
law in a commercial litigation firm, where he was engaged in all aspects of bankruptcy litigation on 
behalf of secured creditors, creditors’ committees and debtor clients. He is a subchapter V trustee 
and a member of ABI, the Turnaround Management Association and the Chicago Bar Association. 
Mr. Handler actively participates in and/or chairs various panel discussions nationwide concerning 
current issues in receiverships, turnarounds, bankruptcy and commercial financial transactions. He is 
also a regular contributor to the annual editions of Strategic Alternatives For and Against Distressed 
Businesses, published by Thomson Reuters, which discusses assignments for the benefit of creditors 
in Illinois. Mr. Handler received his B.A. from Grinnell College and his J.D. from the University of 
Iowa College of Law.
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Hon. Robyn L. Moberly is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Indiana in In-
dianapolis and served a seven-year term as Chief Judge. She served on the superior court bench in 
Indianapolis from January 1997 until her appointment to the bankruptcy court. In state court, she pre-
sided over major felony court for four years and civil court for 12 years. Prior to her judicial service, 
Judge Moberly was a general practitioner for 17 years. She served as president of the IU McKinney 
School of Law Alumni Association and of the Indiana Judges Association, as president and board 
member of the Indianapolis Bar Association, as board member of the Indiana Judicial Conference, 
and as associate presiding judge of the Marion Superior Court. Judge Moberly has been recognized 
for her contributions to our community by receiving the Indianapolis Bar Association’s President’s 
Award, the Board of Directors Award and the Indianapolis Bar Association’s Pro Bono Award. She 
also received the 2016 Indianapolis Business Journal’s Women of Influence award, the Distinguished 
Barrister award by the Indiana Lawyer newspaper, the Woman of Achievement award by Ball State 
University, and the Woman for All Seasons by the St. Thomas Moore Society. She also received the 
Silver Gavel in 2022. Judge Moberly received her J.D. cum laude in 1978 from the Indiana Univer-
sity McKinney School of Law.

Peter J. Roberts is a member of Cozen O’Connor in Chicago and represents clients in all matters of 
commercial insolvency, including bankruptcies, workouts, receiverships, assignments for the benefit 
of creditors, UCC Article 9 sales and related litigation. He develops workout strategies for debtors 
and creditors, formulates and executes plans of reorganization, navigates asset sales in distressed situ-
ations, and litigates cases in state and federal courts. In addition, he has extensive trial and appellate 
experience, including several appeals before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr. Roberts typi-
cally works with debtors, creditors’ committees, trustees, equity receivers, assignees for the benefit of 
creditors, prospective buyers of distressed assets, financial institutions, equipment lessors, landlords 
and trade creditors. His clients come from a range of industries, including construction, health care, 
lending, manufacturing, real estate, retailing, wholesaling, collectibles, jewelry, furniture, trucking 
and biotechnology. Mr. Roberts has been recognized by Chambers & Partners USA, Super Lawyers 
and The Best Lawyers in America. He is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubble and has been named an Il-
linois Leading Lawyer by the Law Bulletin Publishing Company. Mr. Roberts received his A.B. in 
history cum laude from Boston College in 1987 and his J.D. from Duke University School of Law.

Melissa M. Root is a partner with Jenner & Block in Chicago and is a member of the firm’s Restruc-
turing and Bankruptcy, Bankruptcy Litigation, Energy and ERISA Litigation practices. In addition, 
she is the co-chair of the firm’s Hiring Executive Committee and a member of its Diversity and In-
clusion Committee. Ms. Root’s experience representing creditors, committees, debtors, examiners 
and trustees in complex financial restructuring matters and high-stakes bankruptcy litigation. She 
currently serves as counsel to USA Gymnastics in its chapter 11 case, and a significant part of her 
practice includes representing committees of retired employees. She currently represents the official 
committee of government retirees in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s Title III case, and she pre-
viously represented retiree committees in the Budd Co., American Airlines and Walter Energy cases. 
Ms. Root also frequently represents parties in bankruptcy-related appellate matters. She served as 
counsel for the prevailing petitioners before the U.S. Supreme Court in Wellness International Net-
work, Limited v. Sharif, and also served as counsel for the American Bar Association in connection 
with its amicus curiae brief in Executive Benefits Insurance Agency v. Arkinson, and as counsel for 
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees in connection with its amicus curiae brief filed in 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Baker Botts L.L.P. and Jordan, Hyden, Womble, Culbreth & Hozer, P.C. v. 
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Asarco LLC. Ms. Root devotes significant time to pro bono work and currently represents a class of 
former students in the ITT Technical Institute bankruptcy case. She is active in ABI, for which she 
serves on the advisory committee for several conferences, and she was honored as one of ABI’s “40 
Under 40” in its 2017 inaugural class. Ms. Root received her B.A. magna cum laude in 2000 from 
Bowling Green State University and her J.D. cum laude in 2003 from the University of Michigan 
Law School.




