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Faculty
Hon. Janet S. Baer is a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Northern District of Illinois in Chicago, appoint-
ed on March 5, 2012. She also acts on a regular basis as the presiding judge in the Northern District of 
Illinois for naturalization ceremonies. Previously, Judge Baer was a restructuring lawyer for more than 
25 years and was involved in some of the most significant chapter 11 bankruptcy cases in the country. 
The majority of her practice focused on the representation of large, publicly held debtors in both re-
structuring and chapter 11 matters, and she also represented companies in commercial litigation matters, 
including lender liability, fraud, breach of contract and breach of fiduciary duty. Prior to forming her 
own firm in 2009, Judge Baer was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Winston & Strawn and Schwartz, 
Cooper, Greenberger & Krauss. She is a member of the ABI Board of Directors, the CARE National 
and Chicago Advisory Boards, and the Chicago IWIRC Network Board, as well as several commit-
tees. She also is chair of the NCBJ 2023 Education Committee and a frequent speaker for ABI, TMA, 
the Chicago Bar Association, IWIRC and NCBJ. Judge Baer received her B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison and her J.D. from DePaul College of Law.

Gabe Bluestone is an investment manager and legal counsel at Omni Bridgeway in New York, where 
he advances the company’s U.S. judgment enforcement initiatives. He is responsible for sourcing, 
evaluating, negotiating and monitoring matters through to resolution. Mr. Bluestone serves as a re-
source for clients in devising, managing and executing domestic and cross-border enforcement strate-
gies in multijurisdictional asset-recovery proceedings. He works with colleagues globally, including 
the enforcement team, researchers and asset-tracers. Prior to joining Omni Bridgeway, Mr. Bluestone 
was a shareholder and litigator at Bluestone, P.C., a leading asset-recovery law firm with offices in 
Washington, D.C., and New York, where he also maintained a robust business litigation practice. 
While in private practice, he represented a global roster of clients in commercial disputes and in en-
forcing judgments, often seeking injunction-predicated relief, striking down fraudulent conveyances, 
and unraveling fraudulent corporate schemes. He employed creative, cutting-edge discovery and 
asset-tracing methods to identify and monetize judgments globally. Mr. Bluestone also was an as-
sociate with a prestigious boutique litigation firm, where he represented defrauded investors often in 
connection with parallel proceedings brought by the SEC and DOJ. Mr. Bluestone received his B.A. 
in history from Connecticut College and his J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law, where he 
was an editor of the Rutgers Journal of Law & Public Policy. After graduating from law school, he 
served as a law clerk to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary; Antitrust, Competition Policy 
and Consumer Rights Subcommittee, in Washington, D.C.

Thomas P. Jeremiassen, CPA, CFF, CIRA is a senior managing director with Development Spe-
cialists, Inc. in its Los Angeles office, and has more than 25 years of experience providing services 
in bankruptcy, forensic/investigative accounting and litigation support. Hehas served as a fiduciary 
in bankruptcy and other matters, including roles as chapter 11 trustee, chapter 7 trustee, liquidating 
trustee, plan administrator, disbursing agent and receiver. Mr. Jeremiassen has served as an accoun-
tant and financial advisor for chapter 11 trustees, chapter 7 trustees, debtors, creditor committees, 
examiners, liquidating trustees and receivers in dozens of insolvency matters. He also has been in-
volved in numerous engagements in which he provided expert-witness, litigation support, consulting 
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and investigative accounting services related to fraud, embezzlement, mismanagement, breach of 
contract, and other disputes. Mr. Jeremiassen received his B.S. from Pepperdine University.

Shoba Pillay is a partner and co-chair of Jenner & Block LLP’s Data Privacy & Cybersecurity Prac-
tice in Chicago. She advises clients on mitigating and responding to cybersecurity threats and nation-
al security risks, as well as developing robust regulatory compliance programs. Mr. Pillay is a former 
federal prosecutor and corporate crisis manager with extensive trial and investigations experience 
who leads complex and high-stakes internal and government-facing investigations. Due her technical 
expertise and significant investigation experience, she was the court-appointed examiner in the bank-
ruptcy of digital asset lender Celsius Network LLC. As a federal prosecutor, Ms. Pillay gained expe-
rience with complex investigations and prosecutions involving cybercrime, complex fraud, human 
trafficking, theft of trade secrets, terrorism, espionage, and export control and international sanctions 
violations. Among her significant trials during her 11 years in the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the North-
ern District of Illinois, she prosecuted a theft of trade secrets case involving a Chinese competitor, the 
computer intrusion of a Fortune 500 company, and the illegal export of technical data to China. She 
was honored with the Department of Justice John Marshall Award from the Attorney General in 2022. 
Ms. Pillay received her B.A. in political science in 1998 from Washington University and her J.D. in 
2003 from Boston College Law School.

Luis E. Rivera, II is the deputy chair of the Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights practice group at 
GrayRobinson, P.A. in Fort Myers, Fla. He is experienced in counseling clients in business litigation, 
bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and insolvency. A 2017 ABI “40 Under 40” honoree, Mr. Rivera serves 
as a trustee of Florida Gulf Coast University and president of the Middle District of Florida Pro Se 
Legal Assistance Clinic, Inc. Since 2010, he has served as a panel trustee for the Middle District of 
Florida. Mr. Rivera received his B.A. magna cum laude from Loyola University New Orleans, where 
he was an Ignatian Scholar, and his J.D. from Washington and Lee University School of Law, where 
he was editor-in-chief of the Washington and Lee Journal of Civil Rights and Social Justice.




